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Meeting Announcement 
 

New York Microscopical Society, 2007 Fall Lecture Series 
 

The Microscopy of Explosives 
 
Peter Diaczuk, Director of Forensic Science Training, 
Center for Modern Forensic Practice at John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice, CUNY. 
 
Thursday, October 25th, 2007, 7:30 pm 
American Museum of Natural History, Kaufman 
Theatre, New York, NY 
 
Micro techniques have several benefits in the laboratory: 
cost savings, speed, simplicity, and safety when working 
with corrosive or hazardous materials.  We will take a 
microscopic look at some explosive compounds 
exploiting the advantages cited above to examine their 
identifying characteristics using the stereomicroscope 
and the polarized light microscope. 
 

Peter Diaczuk is active in several professional 
organizations including the New York Microscopical 
Society (Life member, Fellow and current President), 
Northeastern Association of Forensic Scientists (Board 
of Directors), Diplomate of the American Board of 
Criminalistics, and Full Member of the American 
Academy of Forensic Sciences. He has given over 30 
presentations on forensic science topics, and conducted 
five workshops on scientific firearm and toolmark 
examination. 
 
NYMS Members and their guests are welcome to join 
the speaker for dinner ($25.00 all inclusive) at 5:45 
p.m. at Calle Ocho (http://www.calleochonyc.com/), 
446 Columbus Ave, between 81st and 82nd streets.  
Please reserve your place(s) with Angela Klaus by 
noon on Oct. 24th.  Angela can be contacted by email 
(avklaus2@yahoo.com) or by phone (201-988-6251). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fifty Years Ago – Microscopy Talks  
See page 3 
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Typical crystallizations – melt and precipitate, polarized light 
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N.Y.M.S. BOARD OF MANAGERS 
 
President 
Peter Diaczuk 
John Jay College  
445 W 59th Street 
New York, NY  10019 
Department of Sciences 
212-237-8896 
pdiaczuk@jjay.cuny.edu 
 
Vice President 
Angela V. Klaus, Ph.D. 
Department of Biology 
Seton Hall University 
400 South Orange Ave 
South Orange, NJ 07079 
klausang@shu.edu 
 
Treasurer 
Mel Pollinger 
18-04 Hillery Street 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410-5207 
(201) 791-9826, pollingmel@verizon.net 
 
Secretary  
Pauline Leary 
Smiths Detection 
21 Commerce Drive 
Danbury, CT 06810 
(203) 207-9754 
Pauline.Leary@smithsdetection.com 
 
Past Vice President 
John A. Reffner, Ph.D. 
Smiths Detection 
97 Ocean Drive East 
Stamford, CT 06902 
(203) 348-8098, jareffner@cs.com 
 
Curator & Education Chair 
Don O’Leary 
10 Sampson Street, Unit 113 
Saddle Brook, NJ  07663 
(201) 368-8849 
dkoleary@verizon.net 
 
Assistant Curator & Acting Secretary 
Joseph Orosz 
29 Kings Road 
Rockaway, NJ  07866 
(973) 625 5988 
j1orosz@aol.com 
 
Membership Chair 
Mary McCann 
McCann Imaging 
161 Claflin Street 
Belmont MA. 02478 
(617) 484-7865 Fax (617) 484-2490 
mccanns@tiac.net 
 
 
 

Webmaster 
Roland Scal, Ph.D. 
Dept. Biological Sciences & Geology, M-213 
Queensborough Community College 
222-05 56th Avenue 
Bayside, NY  11364-1497 
Tel 718-631-6071 
Fax 718-631-6678 
rscal@qcc.cuny.edu 
 
Board Member 
Gary Mayer 
40 North Bridge Street 
Somerville, NJ  08876 
mayer@co.somerset.nj.us 
 
Board member 
Seymour Perlowitz 
Midwood Station, Box 300060 
Brooklyn, NY 11230-0060 
(718)338-6695 
perlowitz@hotmail.com 
 
The Mission of the New York Microscopical 
Society is the promotion of theoretical and 
applied microscopy and the promotion of 
education and interest in all phases of 
microscopy.  
 
 
 
 
                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alternate Meeting Notifications 
Please note that due to time constraints in 
publishing, some meeting notices may be 
available by calling Mel Pollinger at 201-791-
9826, or by visiting the NYMS website. 
 
Buy and Read a Good Book on Microscopy. 
 
 

Dues and Addresses 
 
Please remember to mail in your Dues to 
Mary McCann, Membership Chair (see this 
page  for address).   
 
Junior (less than 18 years old) $10 
Annual $30 (students >=18 years old $20) 
Supporting $60 
Life $300 (payable within the year) 
Corporate $175 (includes one 
advertisement in NYMS News) 
 
To avoid missing notices: 
Notify Mary if you have changed your 
address, phone or email.  
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NYMS Lectures More than 50 Years Ago. 
 
The Year Books of the New York Microscopical Society 
contain many gems of information about microscopy and 
microscopists. Members listened to exciting lectures 
given by amateur and professional alike.  The following 
abstracts were scanned from the 1957 NYMS Yearbook.   
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
The various types of microscopy during this pre-digital, 
non-computerized period is unique to the technology of 
that day and represents, in its fullness, the cutting-edge 
of optical science of that time and for some, a revealing 
glimpse of the future.   
 
**************************************** 
PLM Workshop: by Peter Diaczuk  

I am pleased to announce that Skip Palenik of Microtrace, LLC 
will be conducting an advanced PLM workshop at the annual 
meeting of the Northeastern Association of Forensic Scientists 
(NEAFS) on Wednesday 31-Oct and Thursday 01-Nov-2007.  
Interested parties may get full information, directions and cost 
at the NEAFS website, www.neafs.org  (continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 
 
Seating is limited but there are still some seats available.  
Leica is supplying the microscopes for use during the  
workshop.  This is a great opportunity for folks in the area that 
would like some advanced PLM instruction and its application 
to forensic dust examination.  
 
 This two day hands-on workshop will introduce the 
intermediate and advanced forensic microscopist to the 
methods of forensic dust analysis.  Locard’s Exchange 
Principle was based on the results of Dr. Edmond Locard’s 
exhaustive studies of dust:  their transfer, composition and 
sources.  By means of lectures, demonstrations and laboratory 
exercises, students will be introduced to the microscopical and 
microchemical techniques available for analyzing and 
identifying the components of dusts from a variety of sources.  
Loose dusts, indoor vs. outdoor dusts, dust from clothing, from 
under the fingernails, earwax and other even less-savory dusts 
will be examined.  
 
 The ultimate goal of this short introduction is to awaken the 
student to the value of dust in revealing its source and, by 
inference, that of the person or object from which it was 
collected. Students are invited to bring dusts of all varieties as 
examples to use for demonstration and analysis in the class.   
 
The course will be conducted by Skip Palenik a student of Dr. 
Max Frei-Sulzer1, late director of the Scientific Service of the 
City Police of Zurich, Switzerland and a student, himself, of Dr. 
Locard. 
 
1 Thorwald, Jürgen, Crime and Science, Harcourt, Brace & 
World, Inc., New York (1967) p. 382 et seq. 
 
 

 
 

1st grader, Serena, discovering a new world on her 6th 
birthday. 

********************************************* 
 

NYMS Holiday Banquet 2007 at EAS 
 

                                                 
 

 
Answer to September 2007 Mystery photo 

 
Skipper butterfly, Berks Co., PA 

Winners were Dr. Ben Glassman and Joe Rainone 

                                          
October 2007 Mystery Photo 

 
 
 

Mystery Photo – Do you think you know what it is?  Email or 
phone me your answer.  > Mel 
 

Got something you want to sell, trade or publish in the 
Newsletter?  Write, call or send an email message to: 
201-791-9826 or pollingmel@verizon.net 
or 
Mel Pollinger, Editor 
NYMS Newsletter 
18-04 Hillery Street 
Fair Lawn, NJ  07410 
 

**************************************** 
Regarding how you can receive future newsletters, 
you may choose one of the following methods: 

1. Regular mail, gray scale images: Do 
nothing.  Color may continue. 

2. Email with full color images, pdf file: Needs 
your active email address. 


